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the Department of the Treasury are funded
at $3.1 billion.

The Act provides $195 million for the Of-
fice of National Drug Control Policy’s
(ONDCP) national media campaign. This
money will enable ONDCP to develop a na-
tional media campaign targeting drug con-
sumption by youth. The campaign will be a
model public-private partnership, exposing
90 percent of all 9 to 17 year-olds to anti-
drug messages at least four times a week.

The Act repeals cooperative purchasing
authority that would have allowed States and
localities to buy products off the General
Services Administration’s Federal supply
schedule contracts. I am disappointed by this
repeal, which will deprive us of the oppor-
tunity for potential savings achievable by
leveraging the combined purchasing power
of the Federal Government, States, and lo-
calities.

Section 640 of the bill prohibits the use
of appropriations to pay the salary of any offi-
cer or employee of the Federal Government
who interferes with certain communications
or contacts between other Federal employ-
ees and Members of Congress or congres-
sional committees. I understand this provi-
sion is intended to protect ‘‘whistleblower’’
employees who wish to inform the Congress
of evidence of violations of law or other
wrongdoing in the Government. Any broader
interpretation of the provision that would
apply to ‘‘nonwhistleblowers’’ would raise
substantial constitutional concerns in depriv-
ing the President and his department and
agency heads of their ability to supervise and
control the operations and communications
of the executive branch. I do not interpret
this provision to detract from my constitu-
tional authority in this way.

I urge the Congress to complete action on
the remaining FY 1998 appropriations bills
as quickly as possible, and to send them to
me in an acceptable form.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 10, 1997.

NOTE: H.R. 2378, approved October 10, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–61.

Message to the House of
Representatives Returning Without
Approval Partial Birth Abortion
Legislation

October 10, 1997

To the House of Representatives:
I am returning herewith without my ap-

proval H.R. 1122, which would prohibit doc-
tors from performing a certain kind of abor-
tion. I am returning H.R. 1122 for exactly
the same reasons I returned an earlier sub-
stantially identical version of this bill, H.R.
1833, last year. My veto message of April 10,
1996, fully explains my reasons for returning
that bill and applies to H.R. 1122 as well.
H.R. 1122 is a bill that is consistent neither
with the Constitution nor sound public pol-
icy.

As I have stated on many occasions, I sup-
port the decision in Roe v. Wade protecting
a woman’s right to choose. Consistent with
that decision, I have long opposed late-term
abortions, and I continue to do so except in
those instances necessary to save the life of
a woman or prevent serious harm to her
health. Unfortunately, H.R. 1122 does not
contain an exception to the measure’s ban
that will adequately protect the lives and
health of the small group of women in tragic
circumstances who need an abortion per-
formed at a late stage of pregnancy to avert
death or serious injury.

I have asked the Congress repeatedly, for
almost 2 years, to send me legislation that
includes a limited exception for the small
number of compelling cases where use of this
procedure is necessary to avoid serious health
consequences. When Governor of Arkansas,
I signed a bill into law that barred third-tri-
mester abortions, with an appropriate excep-
tion for life or health. I would do so again,
but only if the bill contains an exception for
the rare cases where a woman faces death
or serious injury. I believe the Congress
should work in a bipartisan manner to fashion
such legislation.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 10, 1997.
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NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
made available the President’s earlier veto mes-
sage, dated April 10, 1996.

Proclamation 7037—White Cane
Safety Day, 1997
October 10, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As we stand at the dawn of the 21st cen-

tury, new technologies are rapidly changing
and improving the lives of Americans. For
one group of Americans in particular—those
who are blind or visually impaired—these
technologies have opened doors to unparal-
leled opportunities. Blind Americans now
can more readily access information of all
kinds, and these advances have brought im-
portant improvements to the education, ca-
reers, and daily lives of blind and visually im-
paired people.

In this time of extraordinary progress,
however, the simple yet profoundly useful
white cane remains an indispensable tool and
symbol of independence that has afforded
countless blind and visually impaired citizens
the opportunity to pursue the American
Dream. And so, as we all share in a new era
of expanded technological innovations that
improve the lives of all of our Nation’s citi-
zens, we also celebrate the white cane for
its ability to empower and recognize it as the
embodiment of freedom.

As a Nation, let us also reassert our com-
mitment to ensuring equal opportunity,
equal access, and full participation of citizens
with disabilities in our community life. This
year, we celebrated the reauthorization of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act,
reaffirming our belief that all students can
learn and must have the opportunities and
resources necessary to do so. And we must
continue to enforce vigorously the Americans
with Disabilities Act, so that our blind and
visually impaired fellow citizens enjoy equal
opportunity, access to public and private

services and accommodations, and a work-
place free of discrimination.

To honor the numerous achievements of
blind and visually impaired citizens and to
recognize the significance of the white cane
in advancing independence, the Congress, by
joint resolution approved October 6, 1964,
has designated October 15 of each year as
‘‘White Cane Safety Day.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 15, 1997, as
White Cane Safety Day. I call upon the peo-
ple of the United States, government offi-
cials, educators, and business leaders to ob-
serve this day with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 14, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 15.

Proclamation 7038—National School
Lunch Week, 1997
October 10, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Each year during the month of October,

we set aside a week to focus on the impor-
tance of the National School Lunch Program
and its contributions to the health and well-
being of America’s schoolchildren. Through
this program, established more than 50 years
ago by President Truman, young people
learn firsthand about healthful dietary habits
and how to make wise choices regarding the
foods they eat. And for millions of children,
many of whom come from families in need,
their school lunch is the most nutritious meal
they will eat during the day.
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